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BOTULISM

IDENTIFICATION
CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Ingestionof botulinumtoxinresultinginanillnessof variable
severity. Commonsymptomsaredoublevision, blurredvision, difficulty swallowinganddry

mouth. Symmetricflaccid paralysismay progressrapidly.

REPORTING CRITERIA: Laboratory confirmationof botulismor adiagnosiswithout

laboratory confirmationif theclinical andepidemiol ogicevidenceisoverwheming.

C.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
e Detectionof botulinumtoxin in serum, stool or suspect food, OR
e |solationof Clostridium botulinumfromstool.

CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatibleilInessthat islaboratory confirmed or that

occursamong personswho atethe samefood aspersonswithlaboratory - confirmed
botulism.
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ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY upon
recognition of acaseor suspected caseinatimeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If health
department personnel cannot becontacteddirectly, notificationshall bemadeby el ectronic
submissionor by telephonetotheemergency number of theDivisionof Epidemiology and
HedthPlanning: 1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
K entucky ReportableDisease Form —EPI D 200 (Jan/03).

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Immediatetreatment requiredfor casepatient. Contact the CommunicableDiseaseBranch
502-564-3261for protocol onreceivingbotulismantitoxin. After hours, call
1-888-973-7678for emer gency contact numbers.

CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.
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B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, FOOD SAFETY AND
COSMETICSBRANCH: 502-564-7181.

C. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OFLABORATORY
SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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